1 ~where vote with their pocket-
. ‘.'F?ms that doesn't sound very noble.
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wﬁ we move through life. There is love,
- .otism. loyalty and culture. $
: 1hdevomheadinaclmppofcoqonytsel-
ther. The upcoming plebiscite on
Guam, just three months away, is
certainly going to be about money
whether we want it to be or not. The
presumption is that the United States
has the money and we need it. The
idea is that if we are close to the
United States, as a brother, they will
continue to dole it out to the people
of Guam, as they have in the past.
First, there are increasing signs
be postponed simply because we’re
not ready. I don’t like that. I want
the election held to see where we
b stand, so we can move on from there.
s of the Chamorro-only election being held

i i

, piscite’s all about cold, hard federal cash

y fair way,

‘Oh, don’t worry. We'll get the

s hbors.” Or, “Let’s not fear this.
Sigh an agreement with the United States about the

bases and we’ll have plenty of money coming in.” Maybe
Or perhaps the United States will shift itsgbases mylhc
NorthemMananasorPalauwhereﬂleyhaverights.

'Ihelealpmblemiswhmwegolothepolls.ﬂiemlc
?vill‘mtﬂvtavuyclearidaofwhatisgoingtobem
mgmﬁmﬁomﬂ:eUnhaiSm,orﬁnmJapm,ot
China, in the way of funding. So, I would assume that if we
voie for independence, we're also voting for a lower standard
of livi

I’'m thinking of three ladies that my wife, the real-estate
agent, took around a few weeks ago. The three were a
mother and two daughters with children. They all wanted
Section 8 housing. They all got apartments thanks to Un-
cle Sam. They weren’t about to live together. You wonder

just how those three will vote in any plebiscite. Will they

The activists are saying: *
money from our other neig
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of federal funds because Casam doesn 't really pay federal
C'-*'-Wt'ﬁ'ipﬂ).hlslﬂy‘m(knnwnmhtu-('um
I've been trying for years to determine how much feder- -
al money actually comes 1o the istand. | have even talked o =-
a member of Delegate Underwood's staff, trying o get ths §'
uﬂmrmkm.AMy.nm'lnnuirmmungkkm .
Becky Lujan. director of commesce., reporsed in & Pacific
Daily News article that, in federal revenues shared with sate 2.
and local governments, Guam received $107 million m 1996~
and $134 million in fiscal 2000. | know it doesn't work s |
way, but assuming three GovGuam employess cost $ 100,000,
you get 30 employees for a million. That means the feds are
paying for the equivalent of 4,020 GovGuam employees.
island for a full decade because population projections are
used to compute allocations cach year™ She suys that the
largest recipient of federal doliars is the Department of Pub-
lic Health, receiving $50 million in 1996 and $62 million
in 2000. Federal grants 1o the Guam Housing and Urban Re-
newal Authority also depend on census data 10 detenmine the
number of families eligible for public housing programs.
Other federal funds include grants for the Unsversity of
Guam, for agriculture and for highway work. Other mosnies

come in for water saving our seefs, for the Navy
port up to snuff.

1 would think Delegate Underwood would make an cf-
fmmmkuualum-u‘nw&*h
Guam so the people here would be in a better position ©
vote with knowledge on their side. .

Joe Murphy is @ former editor for the Pacific Daily
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